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Distinguished Senator Godswill Akpabio,
Presidential Assent to the Federal Audit Service Bill

We are writing in respect of the Federal Audit Service Bill (Bill) passed by the National
Assembly and sent to President Bola Ahmed Tinubu for assent. We acknowledge the
great work done by the National Assembly in the passage of the Bill. The Bill introduces
institutional independence, expands audit scope, strengthens enforcement powers, and
aligns Nigeria's audit framework with international standards. Assent to the Bill is critica!
for improving fiscal discipline, reducing corruption, and enhancing public sector
performance.

Our concern is that months after the Bill was sent for presidential assent, the President
has not given assent and it is not in the public domain that he sent a letter to the National
Assembly stating his reasons for deciining assent to the Bill.

We request that the leadership of the National Assembly engage the President to find out
the reasons for withholding of assent and if possible, rectify any errors or critical
challenges with a view to presidential assent. In the alternative, if the Nativnal Assembly
is convinced that the Bill as passed is in the best of Nigeria, it should override assent and
pass the Biil again by two thirds majority, in accordance with the dictates of section 58 {5}
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended.

As a Coalition of patriotic citizens, we are concerned about the denial of presidential
assent for the following reasons. :

(1) The Federal Audit Service Bill speaks to the repeal of the Federal Audit Ordinance of
1956. However, it is imperative to note that the Audit Ordinance (Act) of 1956 was hot
reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990 and by S.5 (1) of the Revised
Edition (Laws of the Federation of Nigeria) Decree 1990, the Act ceased 1 be part of
Nigerian iaws. The Act was net reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004.
However, no new Audit Act has been enacted at the federal level since then. As such,
beyond constitutional provisions, there is no extant Audit Act. Assuming without
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conceding that the Audit Act of 1956 is still extant law, it is outdated, obsolete and needs
to be replaced. ' : ' '

(2) Within the last five years, all States in the Federation have reformed their audit laws
in line with the standards contained in the Federal Audit Service Bill. The usual practice
is that the Federal Government leads with an enactment and States thereafter
domesticate for their purpose. The reverse is the case in this circumstance.

(3) This is not the first time that the Federal Audit Service Bill has been passed by the
National Assembly but denied presidential assent. Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo,
Goodluck Jonathan, Muhammadu Buhari all failed to provide assent and the National
Assembly did not engage them further. The 10" National Assembly should therefore take
steps to break the jinx and provide leadership for audit reforms.

(4) The process of passing a bill through the mills of the National Assembly involves the
deployment of large critical national resources in time and money and these resources
should not be wasted. It is not value for money for a Bill to be passed by the National
Assembly and not receive presidential assent.

In the circumstances, wé urge you to take urgent action to ensure that the Federal Audit
Service Bill becomes an Act of the National Assembly.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely

Eze Ohyekpere Esq.
Lead Director
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Presidential Assent to the Federal Audit Service Bill

We are writing in respect of the Federal Audit Service Bill (Bill) passed by the National
Assembly and sent to President Bola Ahmed Tinubu for assent. We acknowledge the
great work done by the National Assembly in the passage of the Bill. The Bill introduces
institutional independence, expands audit scope, strengthens enforcement powers, and
aligns Nigeria's audit framework with international standards. Assent to the Bill is critical
for improving fiscal discipline, reducing corruption, and enhancing public sector
performance.

Our concern is that months after the Bill was sent for presidential assent, the President
has not given assent and it is not in the public domain that he sent a letter to the National
Assembly stating his reasons for declining assent to the Bill.

We request that the leadership of the National Assembly engage the President to find out
the reasons for withholding of assent and if possible, rectify any errors or critical
challenges with a view to presidential assent. In the alternative, if the National Assembly
is convinced that the Bill as passed is in the best of Nigeria, it should override assent and
pass the Bill again by two thirds majority, in accordance with the dictates of section 58 (5)
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended.

As a Coalition of patriotic ciﬁzens, we are concerned about the denial of presidential
assent for the following reasons.

(1) The Federal Audit Service Bill speaks to the repeal of the Federal Audit Ordinance of
1956. However, it is imperative to note that the Audit Ordinance (Act) of 1956 was not
reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990 and by S.5 (1) of the Revised
Edition (Laws of the Federation of Nigeria) Decree 1990, the Act ceased to be part of
Nigerian laws. The Act was not reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004.
However, no new Audit Act has been enacted at the federal level since then. As such,
beyond constitutional provisions, there is no extant Audit Act. Assuming without
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conceding that the Audit Act of 1956 is still extant law, it is outdated, obsolete and needs
to be replaced.

(2) Within the last five years, all States in the Federation have reformed their audit laws
in line with the standards contained in the Federal Audit Service Bill. The usual practice
is that the Federal Government leads with an enactment and States thereafter
domesticate for their purpose. The reverse is the case in this circumstance.

(3) This is not the first time that the Federal Audit Service Bill has been passed by the
National Assembly but denied presidential assent. Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo,
Goodluck Jonathan, Muhammadu Buhari all failed to provide assent and the National
Assembly did not engage them further. The 10™ National Assembly should therefore take
steps to break the jinx and provide leadership for audit reforms.

(4) The process of passing a bill through the mills of the National Assembly involves the
deployment of large critical national resources in time and money and these resources
should not be wasted. It is not value for money for a Bill to be passed by the National
Assembly and not receive presidential assent.

In the circumstances, we urge you to take urgent action to ensure that the Federal Audit
Service Bill becomes an Act of the National Assembly.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely

Eze O;i'yekpere Esq.
Lead Director

Enclosed: A copy of our Policy Brief on the Bill.
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Presidential Assent to the Federal Audit Service Bij| T

We are writing in respect of the Federal Audit Service Bill (Bill) passed by the National
Assembly and sent to President_Bola Ahmed Tinubu for assent. We acknowledge the
great work done by the National Assembly in the passage of the Bill. The Bill introduces
institutional independence, expands audit scope, strengthens enforcement powers, and
aligns Nigeria's audit framework with international standards. Assent to the Bill is critical
for improving fiscal discipline, reducing corruption, and enhancing public sector
performance.

the reasons for withholding of assent and if possible, rectify any errors or critical
challenges with a view to Presidential assent. In the alternative, if the Nationa| Assembly

As a Coalition of patriotic citizens, we are concerned about the denial of presidential
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conceding that the Audit Act of 1956 is still extant law, it is outdated, obsolete and needs
to be replaced.

(2) Within the last five years, all States in the Federation have reformed their audit laws
in line with the standards contained in the Federal Audit Service Bill. The usual practice
is that the Federal Government leads with an enactment and States thereafter
domesticate for their purpose. The reverse is the case in this circumstance.

(3) This is not the first time that the Federal Audit Service Bill has been passed by the
National Assembly but denied presidential assent. Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo,
Goodluck Jonathan, Muhammadu Buhari all failed to provide assent and the National
Assembly did not engage them further. The 10™ National Assembly should therefore take
steps to break the jinx and provide leadership for audit reforms.

(4) The process of passing a bill through the mills of the National Assembly involves the
deployment of large critical national resources in time and money and these resources
should not be wasted. It is not value for money for a Bill to be passed by the National
Assembly and not receive presidential assent.

In the circumstances, we urge you to take urgent action to ensure that the Federal Audit
Service Bill becomes an Act of the National Assembly.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely

Eze Onyekpere Esq.
Lead Director

Enclosed: A copy of our Policy Brief on the Bill.
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National Assembly Complex, Abuja ! :
Senator Abba Moro, ,
Presidential Assent to the Federal Audit Service Bill

We are writing in respect of the Federal Audit Service Bill (Bill) passed by the National
Assembly and sent to President Bola Ahmed Tinubu for assent. We acknowledge the
great work done by the National Assembly in the passage of the Bill. The Bill introduces
institutional independence, expands audit scope, strengthens enforcement powers, and
aligns Nigeria's audit framework with international standards. Assent to the Bill is critical
for improving fiscal discipline, reducing corruption, and enhancing public sector
performance. -

Our concern is that months after the Bill was sent for presidential assent, the President
has not given assent and it is not in the public domain that he sent a letter to the National
Assembly stating his reasons for declining assent to the Bill.

We request that the leadeiship of the National Assembly engage the President to find out
the reasons for withhoiding of assent and if possible, rectify any errors or critical
challenges with a view to presidential assent. In the alternative, if the National Assembly
is convinced that the Bill as passed is in the best of Nigeria, it should override assent and
pass the Bill again by two thirds majority, in accordance with the dictates of section 58 (5)
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended.

As a Coalition of patriotic citizens, we are concerned about the denial of presidential
assent for the following reasons.

(1) The Federal Audit Service Bill speaks to the repeal of the Federal Audit Ordinance of
1956. However, it is imperative to note that the Audit Ordinance (Act) of 1956 was not
reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990 and by S.5 (1) of the Revised
Edition (Laws of the Federation of Nigeria) Decree 1990, the Act ceased to be part of
Nigerian iaws. The Act was not reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004.
However, no new Audit Act has been enacted at the federal level since then. As such,
beyond constitutional provisions, there is no extant Audit Act. Assuming without
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conceding that the Audit Act of 1956 is still extant law, it is outdated, obsolete and needs
to be replaced.

(2) Within the last five years, all States in the Federation have reformed their audit laws
in line with the standards contained in the Federal Audit Service Bill. The usual practice
is that the Federal Government leads with an enactment and States thereafter
domesticate for their purpose. The reverse is the case in this circumstance.

(3) This is not the first time that the Federal Audit Service Bill has been passed by the
National Assembly but denied presidential assent. Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo,
Goodluck Jonathan, Muhammadu Buhari all failed to provide assent and the National
Assembly did not engage them further. The 10t National Assembly should therefore take
steps to break the jinx and provide leadership for audit reforms.

(4) The process of passing a bill through the mills of the National Assembly involves the
deployment of large critical national resources in time and money and these resources
should not be wasted, It is not value for money for a Bill to be passed by the National
Assembly and not receive presidential assent.

In the circumstances, we urge you to take urgent action to ensure that the Federal Audit
Service Bill becomes an Act of the National Assembly.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely

Eze Onyekpere Esq.
Lead Director

Enclosed: A copy of our Policy Brief on the Bill.
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The Speaker i
House of Representatives of the F_ederal Republic of Nigeria
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Presidential Assent to the Federa! Audit Service BiILm“, f

We are writing in respect of the Federal Audit Service Bill (Bill) passed by the National
Assembly and sent to President Bola Ahmed Tinubu for assent. We acknowledge the
great work done by the National Assembly in the passage of the Bill. The Bill introduces
institutional independence, expands audit scope, strengthens enforcement powers, and
aligns Nigeria's audit framework with international standards. Assent to the Rill is critical
for improving fiscal discipiine, reducing corruption, and enhancing pubiic sector
performance. '

Our concern is that months after the Bill was sent for presidential assent, the President
has not given assent and it is not in the public domain that he sent a letter to the Naticnal
Assembly stating his reasons for declining assent to the Bill.

We request that the ieadership of the National Assembly engage the President to find out
the reasons for withholding of assent and if possible, rectify any errors or critical
challenges with a view to presidential assent. In the alternative, if the National Assembly
is convinced that the Bill as passed is in the best of Nigeria, it should override-assent and
pass the Bill again by two thirds majority, in accordance with the dictates of section 58 (5)
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended.

As a Coalition of-patriotic citizens, we are concerned about the denial of presidential
assent for the following reasons. '

(1) The Federai Audit Service Bill speaks to the repea! of the Fede:al Audit Orcinance of
1956. However, it is imperative to note that the Audit Ordinance (Act) of 1956 was not
reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990 and by S.5 (1) of the Revised
Edition (Laws of the Federation of Nigeria) Decree 1990, the Act ceased to be part of
Nigerian laws. The Act was not reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004.
However, rno new Audit Act has been enacted at the federal level since then. As such,
beyond ‘constitutional provisions, there is no extant Audit Act. Assuming without
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conceding that the Audit Act of 1956 is still extant law, it is outdated, obsolete and needs
to be replaced. ' '
(2) Within the last five years, all States in the Federation have reformed their audit laws
in line with the standards contained in the Federal Audit Service Bill. The usual practice
is that the Federal Government leads with an enactment and States thereafter
domesticate for their purpose. The reverse is the case in this circumstance.

(3) This is not the first time that the Federal Audit Service Bill has been passed by the
National Assembly but denied presidential assent. Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo,
Goodluck Jonathan, Muhammadu Buhari all failed to provide assent and the National
Assembly did not engage them further. The 10th National Assembly should therefore take
steps to break the jinx and provide leadership for audit reforms.

(4) The process of passing a bill through the mills of the National Assembly involves the
deployment of large critical national resources in time and money and these resources
should not be wasted. It is not value for money for a Bill to be passed by the National
Assembly and not receive presidential assent.

In the circumstances, we urge you to take urgent action to ensure that the Federal Audit
Service Bill becomes an Act of the National Assembly.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely

/ﬁ?“"f T o

Eze dnyekpere Esq.
Lead Director

Enclosed: A copy of our Policy Brief on the Bill.
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Deputy Speaker .
House of Representatives of the Federal Republic of Nigeria ; o
National Assembly Complex, Abuja ﬁ%

Rt. Hon. Benjamin Okezie Kalu,
Presidential Assent to the Federal Audit Service Bill

We are writing in respect of the Federal Audit Service Bill (Bill) passed by the National
Assembly and sent to President Bola Ahmed Tinubu for assent. We acknowledge the
great work done by the National Assembly in the passage of the Bill. The Bill introduces
institutional independence, expands audit scope, strengthens enforcement powers, and
aligns Nigeria's audit framework with international standards. Assent to the Bill is critical
for improving fiscal discipline, reducing corruption, and enhancing public sector
performance.

Our concern is that months after the Bill was sent for preSidentiaI assent, the President
has not given assent and it is not in the public domain that he sent a letter to the National
Assembly stating his reasons for declining assent to the Bill.

We request that the leadership of the National Assembly engage the President to find out
the reasons for withholding of assent and if possible, rectify any errors or critical
challenges with a view to presidential assent. In the alternative, if the National Assembly
is convinced that the Bill as passed is in the best of Nigeria, it should override assent and
pass the Bill again by two thirds majority, in accordance with the dictates of section 58 (5)
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended.

As a Coalition of patriotic citizens, we are concerned about the denial of presidential
assent for the following reasons.

(1) The Federal Audit Service Bill speaks to the repeal of the Federal Audit Ordinance of
1956. However, it is imperative to note that the Audit Ordinance (Act) of 1956 was not
reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990 and by S.5 (1) of the Revised
Edition (Laws of the Federation of Nigeria) Decree 1990, the Act ceased to be part of
Nigerian laws. The Actwas not reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004.
However, no new Audit Act has been enacted at the federal level since then. As such,
beyond constitutional provisions, there is no extant Audit Act. Assuming without
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conceding that the Audit Act of 1956 is still extant law, it is outdated, obsolete and needs
to be replaced.

(2) Within the last five years, all States in the Federation have reformed their audit laws
in line with the standards contained in the Federal Audit Service Bill. The usual practice
is that the Federal Government leads with an enactment and States thereafter
domesticate for their purpose. The reverse is the case in this circumstance.

(3) This is not the first time that the Federal Audit Service Bill has been passed by the
National Assembly but denied presidential assent. Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo,
Goodluck Jonathan, Muhammadu Buhari all failed to provide assent and the National
Assembly did not engage them further. The 10" National Assembly should therefore take
steps to break the jinx and provide leadership for audit reforms.

(4) The process of passing a bill through the mills of the National Assembly involves the
deployment of large critical national resources in time and money and these resources
should not be wasted. It is not value for money for a Bill to be passed by the National
Assembly and not receive presidential assent.

In the circumstances, we urge you to take urgent action to ensure that the Federal Audit
Service Bill becomes an Act of the National Assembly.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely

=&
Eze Onyekpere Esq.
Lead Director

Enclosed: A copy of our Policy Brief on the Bill.
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Maijority Leader NS S B
House of Representatives of the-Federal-Republic of Nigeria
National Assembly Complex, Abuja

Hon. Julius Ihonvbere,
Presidential Assent to the Federal Audit Service Bill

We are writing in respect of the Federal Audit Service Bill (Bill) passed by the National
Assembly and sent to President Bola Ahmed Tinubu for assent. We acknowledge the
great work done by the National Assembly in the passage of the Bill. The Bill introduces
institutional independence, expands audit scope, strengthens enforcement powers, and
aligns Nigeria's audit framework with international standards. Assent to the Bill is critical
for improving fiscal discipline, reducing corruption, and enhancing public sector
performance.

Our concern is that months after the Bill was sent for presidentialkassent, the President
has not given assent and it is not in the public domain that he sent a letter to the National
Assembly stating his reasons for declining assent to the Bill.

We request that the leadership of the National Assembly engage the President to find out
the reasons for withholding of assent and if possible, rectify any errors or critical
challenges with a view to presidential assent. In the alternative, if the National Assembly
is convinced that the Bill as passed is in the best of Nigeria, it should override assent and
pass the Bill again by two thirds majority, in accordance with the dictates of secticn 58 (9)
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended.

As a Coalition of patriotic citizens, we are concerned about the denial of presidential
assent for the following reasons.

(1) The Federal Audit Service Bill speaks to the repeal of the Federal Audit Ordinance of
1956. However, it is imperative to note that the Audit Ordinance (Act) of 1956 was not
reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990 and by S.5 (1) of the Revised
Edition (Laws of the Federation of Nigeria) Decree 1990, the Act ceased to be part of
Nigerian laws. The Act was not reproduced in the Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004.
However, no new Audit Act has been enacted at the federal level since then. As such,
beyond constitutional provisions, there is no extant Audit Act. Assuming without
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conceding that the Audit Act of 1956 is still extant law, it is outdated, obsolete and needs
to be replaced.

(2) Within the last five years, all States in the Federation have reformed their audit laws
in line with the standards contained in the Federal Audit Service Bill. The usual practice
is that the Federal Government leads with an enactment and States thereafter
domesticate for their purpose. The reverse is the case in this circumstance.

(3) This is not the first time that the Federal Audit Service Bill has been passed by the
National Assembly but denied presidential assent. Presidents Olusegun Obasanjo,
Goodluck Jonathan, Muhammadu Buhari all failed to provide assent and the National
Assembly did not engage them further. The 10" National Assembly should therefore take
steps to break the jinx and provide leadership for audit reforms.

(4) The process of passing a bill through the mills of the National Assembly involves the
deployment of large critical national resources in time and money and these resources
should not be wasted. It is not value for money for a Bill to be passed by the National
Assembly and not receive presidential assent.

In the circumstances, we urge you to take urgent action to ensure that the Federal Audit
Service Bill becomes an Act of the National Assembly.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely

—
Eze Onyekpere Esq.
Lead Director

Enclosed: A copy of our Policy Brief on the Bill.



